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1983 excavation

remains of an altar in a further chapel. Some clarification should come from
the excavation of the adjacent squares.

3.4 Chapel 571

This chapel had been built later than 570. Where the modern pit has cut
through walls [698] and [699] it has revealed a coating of gypsum plaster on
the outer face of wall [699], belonging to Chapel 570. Like its neighbour it
consists of two main parts, a Hall and Sanctuary, but in addition an annexe
had been built on the south side, and a larger court protected the approach.

The Hall is roughly square, measuring 3.45 by 3.70 metres. Its floor was of
marl plaster [816] showing two burnt areas. No trace of roofing was noted, but
the rubble generally in this site is much decayed. The area of the doorway in
the middle of the west side was denuded, but did include the remains of a
limestone block, either from a door pivot or the stump of a door jamb. Benches
had been built along the full length of north and south walls [809, 708]. The
southern one had lost its top surface altogether, but the one on the north
was well preserved, standing 26 cms. high, with its top surface largely intact.
The space between the north wall and the side of Chapel 570 [813] was filled
with packed marl, either deliberate fill or congealed rubble. At the west end
an articulated hind limb of a young goat was found towards the top of this
deposit (marked on the plan, Figure 3.2; c¢f. Chapter 11, section 5.1).

The Sanctuary was not a separate room, but a broad bench extending
across much of the width of the chapel. It consisted essentially of a core of
marl rubble [712] within a rectangle of brick and stone walls. The line of the
stonework [750, 751] divides the bench into two parts, the smaller [749] having
the size only of a cupboard. A patch of marl plaster [939] bearing a slight
north-south ridge survives from the original surface of the bench, and gives
its height as 58 cms. above the floor of the Hall. The front wall of the
Sanctuary must have been provided with an opening to the Hall with painted
surround, for the remains of painted plaster, some from a border, were found
immediately in front. This will be studied in a future season.

The eastern end of the Hall produced more finds of interest: a small
limestone block pierced with a large hole (no. 53682 ), perhaps a tethering-stone
(a piece of rope lay nearby); and the two pottery cult stands (nos. 80177 and
50178) which are dealt with in chapter 12. Between them lay a collection of
tiny blue and turquoise faience pieces.

3.6 Annexe to Chapel 571

A group of four rooms had been added to the south side of Chapel 571,
built from stones in marl mortar. Their southern wall [565], which continues as
the southern boundary wall for the whole chapel group [940], is aligned more
closely to a true east-west direction than Chapel 571 itself. The most easterly
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