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Appendix 1 - Register of Individuals Excavated During 2008  
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40 M52 12049 35-45 
yrs 

Female 

 

Disturbed burial of an adult (12048) interred within a shallow ovoid pit. 
Overlying the burial pit proper was a cluster of disarticulated bones (12041) 
which post excavation analysis has confirmed as the same individual as the 
undisturbed portions of a skeleton recovered from within the burial pit. The 
skull, right leg, pelvis and arm remained within the pit. The body was lying 
on its right side the right femur articulated to the right pelvis. The leg was 
dislocated at the knee joint so that the tibia and fibula were pushed 
backwards out of normal anatomical alignment with the femur, but the foot 
was still articulated to the lower leg. It appears that the dislocation at the 
knee joint has occurred during the internment of the body rather then a 
result of the late disturbance of the pit. The skull was clearly in its original 
burial position as remnants of the burial mat remained wrapped over the 
skull which was resting on its side facing the eastern side of the pit. The toes 
of the right foot were also still covered by portions of the plant stem 
matting. A patella and several phalanges were found lying loose in the base 
of the pit. There were also traces of textile wrapped around the body. The 
disturbed bone in cluster (12041) is markedly desiccated but the bones from 
within the burial pit (12048) are only slightly desiccated 

74 Nil 
Preserved 

 

41 L52 11694 12 yrs unknown Disturbed burial of a juvenile. A large proportion of this individual was 
recovered from disturbed fill (12054) & (12056) within the burial pit. 
Disturbed bone included a skull, scapula, femora, humerus, and multiple 
ribs. The removal of layers of disturbed fill exposed the in situ lower legs of 
this individual directly overlying an undisturbed burial Individual no.42 
(12059). The lower legs (tibia and fibula) and the feet of Individual no.41 
were resting upon a layer of textile but there did not appear to be any 
matting specifically associated with this burial The legs were supine with 
toes extended positioned on the more southerly side of the pit. Some of the 
phalanges of the feet had been disturbed 

75 Nil 
Preserved 

 

                                                
1 Grave goods as listed here include articles of personal adornment such as jewellery and objects placed within the burial pit. It excludes material used to cover or contain the body such as textile, 
matting or a coffin which if present are discussed in the description. Intact ceramic vessels are noted here but fragmentary  ceramics not listed here unless they can be area clearly associated with 
the individual as they are the subject of ongoing analysis 
2 Magnetic north at top of page 
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42 L52 11694 17-19 
yrs 

Possibly 
male 

Relatively intact burial of a juvenile, only the toes were slightly disturbed the 
remainder of the body was still wrapped in a plant stem mat resting in the 
base of the burial pit. The undisturbed lower legs of individual no.41 were 
resting on top of this burial. The matting was constructed of lengths of plant 
stems tied together with fibre rope. Around the shoulder region of the burial 
a thicker fibre rope was preserved wrapped around the outside of the 
matting. Beneath the upper level of matting the body was found to be lying 
in the prone position (face down) limbs extended (12059). The legs were 
crossed with the right over the left and feet extended. The right pelvic bone 
was disarticulated from the coccyx pushed backwards so that it partially 
overlaid the left pelvis. The femurs remained articulated. Both arms were 
bent slightly at the elbow so that the hands rested side by side over the 
pelvic area. All bones were completely skeletonised but only moderately 
desiccated and were covered by traces of fragmentary textile. The textile 
could be seen to have covered the entire length of the body including the 
feet and head area and wrapped around the anterior and posterior of the 
body. Unfortunately this textile was too poorly preserved to definitively 
determine at the time of excavation if this textile was a garment or length of 
cloth. Preserved portions of textile do seem to drape over the hands and 
torso as a whole rather then enclosing the limbs independently of the torso 
as would be expected in a sleeved garment. The body fills much of the 
space in the pit base so that any offerings may have been interred higher in 
the fill particularly if as is most likely the two individuals were interred at the 
same time.  

 Nil 
preserved 

 

 

43 K51 12046 40-50 
yrs 

female Disturbed adult burial within a relatively shallow ovoid pit. The majority of 
the body had been disturbed though significant amounts of disarticulated 
bone including the individuals skull was recovered from loose fill in the upper 
levels of the pit. Undisturbed portions of the body were the right tibia and 
fibula, the right humerus, left scapula and left humerus. From these bones 
and from impressions in the underlying sand it is possible to see that the 
body was interred with the head at the more easterly end of the pit. The 
west end of the pit had been slightly truncated possibly during the 
construction of pit \12272/ though it is also possibly the result of deliberate 
disturbance at the site.  Remnants of plant stem matting were found 
surrounding body as well as textile. 

73 Nil 
preserved 
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44 K52 12069 1.5 yrs Unknown Poorly preserved burial of an infant that directly overlaid the burial of 
Individual no.45. The majority of the skeletal material had been disturbed 
with very fragmented bone clustered within sandy fill overlying the small 
plant stem mat in which the infant was originally interred. This matting is 
resting within a slight depression in the sand and gravel mound (12067) that 
covers the burial pit \12069/ containing the burial of Individual no.45. The 
only skeletal elements that remained in their probably original burial position 
were the tibia and fibula of both the right and left leg though the bones 
were slightly damaged. There is also part of the right pelvic bone. These 
bones were resting directly on top of the plant stem mat with the feet end of 
the burial in the southwest. There were also traces of textile adhered to the 
matting and presumably originally wrapped around the body. The minimal 
preservation of in situ  skeletal material meant it was not possible to 
determine if the body was lying prone or supine 

Nil Nil 
preserved 

 

45 K52 12069 6.5-10 
yrs 

Unknown Burial of a juvenile contained in a shallow ovoid pit, undisturbed and directly 
underlying the burial of Individual no.44. The phalanges of both feet were 
slightly disturbed with some toes recovered loose in the fill. With this 
exception the remainder or the burial was undisturbed with the body lying 
wrapped in matting in the base of the pit. Once the top level of matting was 
removed the articulated skeletal remains were visible. The body had been 
interred in the supine extended position with the head at the more north-
eastern end of the pit. The sternum was disarticulated from the anatomical 
position and had been pushed down between the ribs into the right chest 
cavity resting against the thoracic spine. The right rib cage was also slightly 
flattened. The neck was slightly bent so that the head was tilted towards the 
chest. The arms were bent at the elbow, hands resting over the pelvic area 
and lying side by side. The legs and feet were extended and aligned beside 
each other. All bone was completely skeletonised with some long bones and 
ribs desiccated to the point of being brittle. 

At the head of the matting slightly east of the top of the skull of the burial a 
small cluster of what appeared to be plant seeds or grain was lying on a 
layer of fragmentary textile. Also recovered floating loose in this sandy fill 
was a piece of worked wood of unidentified object type. A model adze was 
recovered from this end of the pit consisting of a flat and slightly flaring 
copper/bronze blade with a wooden handle. The object was located on the 
southern side of the pit beneath and slightly to the side of the skulls left 
check area and was wrapped inside the matting but external to the textile 

78 Copper/ 
bronze Adze 

Botanical 
material , 
seeds or 
grain  

Worked 
wood 
artefact 
object type 
unknown 
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layer covering the body. 

46 J52 12081 9mths Unknown Disturbed burial of an infant including a cluster of disarticulated and 
fragmentary bone and the partially preserved in situ bones of the lower leg, 
both tibia and one fibula. All skeletal material was moderately to markedly 
desiccated; the disarticulated bone was particularly fragmentary and brittle. 
The burial was located in a small shallow pit the base of which remained 
lined by a plant stem mat. In situ  bones and disturbed fill directly overlie the 
preserved matting 

nil Nil 
preserved 

 

47 J52 11669 20-25 
yrs 

female Completely disarticulated/disturbed burial of a female 20-25yrs, The 
disturbed bone was concentrated at the northern/west end of a deep oblong 
burial pit and included a skull, two pelvic bones, radius, ulnae scattered 
phalanges, vertebrae, scapulae and sternum. Remnants of a poorly 
preserved burial container, badly deteriorated by termite activity, lined the 
base of the pit. This container appeared to be constructed of a combination 
of reed or hollow plant stems and a more fibrous grass like material. There 
were also small fragments of what may be decomposing wood or bark in the 
base of the pit.  

84 Nil 
preserved 

Pit 

 

Body unknown 

48 K51 12063 35-45 

Yrs 

female Disturbed burial wrapped in plant stem matting lying in the base of a large 
rectangular burial pit that also contained the burial of Individual no.49 & 
no.50. This individual was lying on the northern side of the pit in the supine 
extended position. The skull had been removed from this skeleton but was 
recovered from loose fill in the pit. The torso and much of the lower limbs 
remained in their original burial position. The left ulna and radius were 
articulated to each other and resting over the abdominal area. The left 
humerus was absent. The right humerus was present but the radius and 
ulna had been disturbed. Neither of the hands was preserved in situ. The 
coccyx and right pelvic bone had been removed as had the tarsal bones and 
phalanges of the left foot. Remaining bones of the lower limbs were 
articulated. 

81 Botanical 
material 
seeds or 
grain 

 

49 K51 12063 40-45 
yrs 

female Disturbed burial wrapped in plant stem matting; lying in the base of a large 
rectangular pit that also contained the burial of Individuals no.48 & no.50. 
Individual no.49 was lying in the southern half of the pit resting on remnants 
of plant stem matting. The skull had been disarticulated and was found lying 
loose in the fill with some of the cervical vertebrae. The lower arms and 
hands, lumbar spine and coccyx had all been removed during the 

79 Botanical 
material 
seeds or 
grain 
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disturbance but the pelvic bones, legs and feet remained in their original 
burial position, the right foot resting slightly over the left. Fragments of an 
infant skull (Individual no.50) were found resting over the pelvic area of this 
individual. The body was buried in the supine extended position. 

50 K51 12063 9 mths Unknown Disarticulated bone identified post excavation as an infant. Bones from this 
infant were recovered from the upper fill levels and surrounding the in situ 
portions of the adult burials, including fragments of skull overlying the pelvic 
area of Individual no.49. Post excavation analysis indicated that at least 50% 
of an infant was represented by these bones and given the relatively delicate 
nature of infant bones and the significant amount of the skeleton 
represented within the pit it is likely that the infant was originally interred 
here 

84 Botanical 
material 
seeds or 
grain 

Pit 

 

Body unknown 

51 I52 12093 10-14 
yrs 

Unknown Disturbed burial, the articulated portion of the skeleton excavated from 
within a poorly preserved undecorated timber coffin within a deep oblong 
pit. In the small space between the western end of the coffin and the pits 
western wall a group of in situ ceramic vessels were found. Six vessels were 
recovered; two small to medium sized jars with their rims covered by 
inverted small dishes and two shallow bowls containing food in the form of 
seeds and or grain and possible fruit.  

The torso of the body had been disturbed with many of the ribs 
disarticulated and fragmented but still within the coffin. All the vertebrae 
remained articulated to the skull and along the entire length of the spine to 
the coccyx. The thoracic vertebrae slightly pushed out of alignment probably 
during the disturbance of the burial. The head was at the western end of the 
coffin and was rotated to the right side of the body. Other bones lying loose 
within the coffin included the pelvic bones, the right humerus and some 
phalanges. Two phalanges aligned to each other lay against the right hip 
area probably marking the original position of the right hand. The radius and 
ulna of both arms and the entire left hand were disturbed.  The legs 
remained in their original burial position with textile fragments adhered to 
the bone. This textile was clearly wrapped around and over the lower limbs. 
There were also fragments of poorly preserved textile underlying the skull 
and torso. Both of the Legs were extended with the right foot partially 
overlying the left. The coffin itself had been severely affected by termite 
activity the wood structure had been lost so that it was primarily preserved 
as powdery brown material. There was no indication that the coffin had 
been decorated but given its poor state of preservation there is a possibility 

85 Ceramic 
Vessels (six) 

 

Botanical 
material 
within 
ceramic 
bowls 
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that any such decoration has been destroyed. It seems to have been a 
simple rectangular box.  

52 K52 12075 25 yrs female Partially disturbed burial of an adult within a deep ovoid pit, the body 
wrapped in plant stem matting. The pelvis, coccyx and most of the hands 
and legs had been removed. Preserved at base level in the pit were the skull 
located at the western end of the pit and turned approximately 45˚ to the 
north, the left side of the body. The hair on the skull of this individual was 
particularly well persevered of a moderate length and with some plaited 
sections. The upper rib cage was slightly twisted and collapsed down with 
some ribs lying disarticulated. The arms were resting by the side of the body 
only a portion of the right hand was preserved the left hand was not 
present. With the exception of both patella which were lying in the base of 
the pit, adjacent to what would have been the originally leg position, all of 
the leg bones had been removed. Both feet remained in situ at the eastern 
end of the pit lying side by side. There were remnants of textile underlying 
the body and partially preserved around the skull.  

81 Nil 
preserved 

 

53 J52 12126 20-24 
yrs 

male Partially disturbed burial of an adult within a shallow ovoid pit the burial 
wrapped in plant stem matting. A desiccated skull was recovered floating 
loose in the pit fill with a cluster of other disarticulated bone concentrated at 
the southern end of the pit  including humeri, two scapulas, fragmentary 
ribs, a mandible, cervical vertebrae and scattered phalanges. Once this 
deposit was cleared the undisturbed portions of the burial were visible. The 
body was lying in the prone extended position most of the spinal column 
was articulated to the ribs though the matting originally covering this portion 
of the burial had been removed. From the pelvis to the feet a plant stem 
mat remained in situ wrapped around the body. The lower arms of the body 
were in their original burial position bent at the elbow hands resting over the 
pelvic area the right hand slightly over the edge of the left hand, the prone 
position of the burial is probably at least partially responsible for the non 
disturbance of the hands. A small number of the right ribs had been 
disturbed but the left side of the rib cage was intact. The legs were lying 
side by side the feet extended so that the heels were uppermost and the top 
of the feet were resting flat on the base of the pit, the left foot slightly over 
the right. Textile fragments were preserved overlying the skeletonised bones 
and could be seen to have originally wrapped around the lower limbs 
probably as a single length of cloth. There were also fragments of textile 
preserved around the femurs, hip and torso.  

86 Nil 
preserved 
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54a J52 12128 1-1.5 yrs unknown Disarticulated burial of an infant; no undisturbed skeletal remains but the 
size if the pit was clearly intended for an infant. Bones identified at the time 
of excavation included a fragmentary skull, bilateral femurs, multiple ribs, 
vertebrae, a fragmented scapula and bilateral tibias. During post excavation 
analysis additional bone was identified so that at least 90% of the skeleton 
was contained within the pit. The major missing elements were the coccyx, 
some facial bones and some phalanges. A small ceramic bowl/dish was 
recovered from the base of the pit 

90 Ceramic 
vessel 

Pit 

 

Body unknown 

54b J52 12128 adult unknown Incomplete skeleton of an adult unknown sex and age, minor amount of 
bone less then 10% of the total skeleton, floating loose as disarticulated and 
desiccated bone within the upper levels of the put. Unlikely to originally have 
been buried in this pit as the pit is a child size cut and also contained the 
disturbed burial of Individual no.54a. 

nil Nil 
preserved 

Unknown; body 
unlikely to have 
been interred here 

55 J51 12272 45-50 
yrs 

female Disarticulated disturbed burial in a deep rectangular pit, no in situ skeletal 
elements all bone including, femurs, pelvic bone, coccyx and a skull were 
recovered from loose fill of the pit.  Remnants of a plant stem mat in the 
base of the pit clearly indicate it was used as a burial pit.  

80 Nil 
preserved 

Pit 

  

Body unknown 

56 M52 12098 Adult Male Markedly disturbed burial, no in situ undisturbed portions of the burial but 
contained in a distinct pit with remnants of plant stem matting in the base of 
the pit. The bones were more concentrated at the western end of the pit 
around a skull. This skull was lying on its side, was articulated to the hyoid 
bone, three cervical vertebrae and to the mandible. However, it was not 
lying in its original burial position as the end of the articulated spine was 
pushed in against the edge of the pit. Other skeletal remains recovered from 
the pit include fragmentary ribs, phalanges, tarsal bones, vertebrae and 
other unidentifiable bone fragments. Two humeri were found articulated to 
their relevant scapula but again as with the skull these bones were clearly 
displaced from their original burial position. As there appeared to be at least 
50% of an individual represented here and though disarticulated the bones 
were contained in a burial pit they were designated as a distinct individual 

76 Nil 
preserved 

Pit 

 

Body unknown 
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57 I50/ 
I51 

12159 16-20 
yrs 

male Partially disturbed adult burial in a shallow ovoid pit; wrapped in plant stem 
matting. The pelvic bones, femurs and hands were absent and the radius 
and ulna of both arms though present were disarticulated and lying loose in 
the fill along with some phalanges. The in situ elements of the burial were 
lying in the supine position with legs extended and feet parallel to each 
other and included the lower legs, skull, thoracic vertebra, most of the ribs 
and the upper arms. Around the head and feet remnants of plant stem 
matting were preserved. Once this matting was lifted the head could be seen 
to be wrapped in textile most likely a length of cloth that had been twisted 
to a knot on top of the head Traces of textile were also found on the torso 
and lower legs.  

 

82 Nil 
preserved 

 

58 H52/
G52 

12180 30-35 
yrs 

male Partially disturbed adult burial within a shallow ovoid pit. Disarticulated 
bones of the torso, some arm bones, phalanges and a mandible were 
recovered from disturbed fill in the pit. The lower half of the body including 
the lumbar vertebrae, pelvis, coccyx, the legs and feet of the individual 
remained articulated resting in the base of the pit. The skull was absent but 
in 2007 a skull was recovered from a higher level of fill which has been 
confirmed as belonging to this individual. The articulated portion of the 
skeleton was in the extended position supine but with the right hip slightly 
elevated so that the body was rotated slightly to the side. The feet were 
extended and located at the more northerly end of the burial, the toes of the 
left foot slightly overlapping the right. The left humerus, radius and ulna lay 
along the side of the body the right arm was displaced as were both hands. 
There were remnants of plant stem matting and textile within the base of 
the pit and partially overlying the skeletal remains. 

59 Nil 
preserved 

 

59 I50/ 
I51 

12168 35-39 
yrs 

male Partially disturbed burial in a shallow ovoid pit. The pelvic area, femurs and 
lower torso of this individual were disturbed some of this disarticulated bone 
was lying loose in the fill (12167) within the burial pit. The head and foot 
end of the burial was undisturbed and remained wrapped in plant stem 
matting which was particularly well preserved at the western or head end of 
the burial. This body was in the extended supine position. Traces of textile 
were seen surrounding the in situ bones the exact nature of this textile is 
uncertain. Post excavation analysis has indicated that this individual had 
suffered from significant traumatic injuries over their lifetime evidenced by 
healed and partially healed fractures particularly of the ribs but also of the 
pelvic region, forearms, hands and lower legs. The physical anthropology 

83 Nil 
preserved 
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team have suggested that this individual may in fact have died as a result of 
sepsis resulting from a projectile injury. The injuries sustained by this 
individual would be consistent with the type of injuries that may be 
sustained in combat and it is tentatively suggested that this individual was a 
soldier. 

60 H52 12161 2 yrs Unknown Markedly disturbed infant burial within an ovoid pit that also includes the 
burial of Individual no.61. The lower limbs were the only articulated portions 
of the individual but the majority of the skeleton was contained within the 
pit. Disarticulated bone identified at the time of excavation included a 
fragmentary skull, long bones, ribs and phalanges. The articulated lower legs 
tibia, fibula and feet of this infant were found tucked in against the southern 
edge of the pit contained within the same length of plant stem matting that 
continues down into the base of the pit and surrounds the burial of 
individual no.61. The legs of Individual no.60 were positioned with the toes 
pointed to the southeast in an extended position and the legs were aligned 
with each other. This appears to be the original burial position of the infant. 

91 Nil 
preserved 

 

61 H52 12161 22-30 
yrs 

female Markedly disturbed burial, lower limbs only articulated portion of the 
skeleton but all contained within the burial pit along with the burial of 
Individual no.60. Disarticulated bone recovered from the pits fill included a 
skull, mandible, long bones, pelvis and phalanges. The articulated portion of 
the skeleton was lying in the original burial position with feet extended and 
the left toes resting slightly over the right toes at the eastern end of the pit. 
The lower half of both legs including the patella and the left femur were 
preserved in situ. The bones were found wrapped in remnants of plant stem 
matting. 

92 Nil 
preserved 

 

62a I51/ 
J51 

12174 22-24 
yrs 

male Markedly disturbed burial no articulated portions of the skeleton but all 
contained within a burial pit. Identified as an adult male. During post 
excavation analysis these bones have been identified as being part of the 
same skeleton as Individual No.7. Individual no.7 was excavated as an in 
situ  burial in 2006 so that the bones designated as Individual no.62a can 
not have originally been buried in pit \12174/  

93 Nil 
preserved 

Individual not 
originally interred 
here 

 

62b I51/ 
J51 

12174 45-50 
yrs 

female Markedly disturbed burial no articulated portions of the skeleton but all 
contained within the burial pit. During post excavation analysis it was 
determined that these bones probably are part of the same skeleton as 
Individual No.11. Individual no.11 was excavated as an in situ  burial in 2006 

95 Nil 
preserved 

Individual  unlikely 
originally interred 
here 
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so that the bones designated as Individual no.62b were probably not 
originally been buried in pit \12174/ 

62c I51/ 
J51 

12174 4.5-5 yrs Unknown Markedly disturbed burial no articulated portions of the skeleton but all 
contained within the burial pit. Given that the remaining bone from this pit 
(Individuals no.62a & 62b) have been identified as originally being buried 
elsewhere there is a possibility that Individual no.62c was not originally 
buried here either. The pit is adult sized though that does not preclude the 
burial of a child within the pit 

- Nil 
preserved 

Pit 

 

Body unknown 

63 J52 12129 45-50 
yrs 

female Mostly disarticulated skeleton contained in a deep ovoid pit. Both 
disarticulated and undisturbed portions of an adult burial. Much of the body 
had been disturbed the left leg and pelvis remained articulated unlike the 
majority of the bone recovered from the site the skin of this leg was 
preserved partially covering the bone. There was no underlying tissue 
preserved and the preservation of the skin is probably the result of natural 
desiccation rather then deliberate mummification as the skin does not 
appear discoloured by resin. Also lying in their original burial position were 
the left and right humerus, the left ulna, the scapula, clavicles and most of 
the ribs and vertebrae. The skull was not preserved but an impression in the 
underlying sand marked its original position at the western end of the pit. 
From impressions in the base of the pit and the position of the in situ bones 
the body can be seen to have been lying supine with legs and feet extended 
the position of the hands is uncertain. Lining the base of the pit is a poorly 
preserved plant stem mat. 

- No intact 
objects but 
several 
large 
ceramic 
sherds at 
the base  
level of the 
pit 

 

64 I52 12145 12 yrs Unknown Largely disarticulated burial, within a shallow ovoid pit that also contained 
the burial of Individual no.65. The lower limbs of this individual were the 
only in situ skeletal elements including the articulated tibia, fibula and feet of 
both legs, the legs lying beside each other the left toes slightly overlying the 
right. Post excavation analysis has determined that the skull, a significant 
proportion of the upper torso, the remainder of the leg bones and the arms 
of this individual were included amongst the disarticulated bone floating 
loose in the pit.  

94 Steatite 
Scarab in 
loose fill 

(one scarab 
in pit) 
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65 I52 12145 40-45 
yrs 

female Largely disarticulated burial, within a shallow ovoid pit that also contained 
the burial of Individual no.64. Lying in the base of the pit on the southern 
side and adjacent to Individual 64 where the in situ portions of the skeleton. 
The legs of this burial were extended; the right leg was crossed over the 
shin area of the left leg with feet extended though the phalanges were bent 
under slightly possibly due to lack of space at this end of the pit as the feet 
were pushed up against the pit wall. A number of the disarticulated bones 
from the pit fill were able to be associated with this individual including 
humeri, the left femur and pelvis, the coccyx, phalanges and some 
vertebrae. 

- Steatite 
Scarab in 
loose fill 

(one scarab 
in pit) 

 

66 I52 12192 24-30 
yrs 

male Disturbed burial with remnants of plant stem matting and fibre rope. At the 
northern end of the pit a mass of disarticulated bones was found. The bones 
were markedly desiccated some quite brittle and could not be lifted without 
breakage particularly the ribs. Other bones identified in this cluster were a 
clavicle, several vertebrae, a mandible, sternum, coccyx, and long bones of 
the arm. Underlying this disturbed level were the remains of the burial. Only 
the legs were preserved in their original burial position located at the eastern 
end of the pit in a supine extended position with the feet lying side by side. 
A small steatite cowroid bead was found floating in the sandy fill in the base 
level of the pit. 

 Steatite 
Cowroid 
bead   

67a J52/ 
J51 

12123 9-12 yrs Unknown Partially articulated burial of a juvenile contained in a shallow ovoid pit with 
up to three other individuals (67b, c & d). Some disarticulated bone of this 
individual was recovered from loose fill. Articulated skeletal elements 
included the left tibia and fibula and most of the foot, the epiphysis of the 
right tibia was preserved but not the bone shaft there were also some of the 
right foot phalanges lying adjacent to the left foot. The femurs and pelvis 
were disturbed but most of the torso - vertebrae and the right ribs -were in 
situ. The left side of the rib cage was disturbed though some scattered ribs 
were recovered. The skull had been removed but an impression in the pit 
base was visible were pieces of hair were lying marking the original location 
of the head at the more easterly end of the pit. The skeleton is positioned on 
the south side of the pit and is partially covered by matting, plant stem and 
more fibrous plant material. 

- Nil 
preserved 

 

67b J52/J
51 

12123 Perinate Unknown Markedly disturbed burial of a neonate or perinate (circa 9mths gestation) 
no articulated portions of the skeleton but approximately 50% of this 
individuals skeleton was recovered from fill within the shallow ovoid pit that 

- Nil 
preserved 

Pit 



South Tombs Cemetery - 2008 

Ind. 

No 

Grid 

Sq 

Pit     
Unit 
No. 

Age Sex Description Skull 
no. 

Grave 
Goods1 

Burial 
Orientation2 

also contained up to three other individuals (67a, c & d). Given the relative 
fragility of bones from a perinate and the percentage recovered from this pit 
it is highly likely that the individual was originally interred here despite the 
lack of undisturbed i.e. in situ elements 

 

Body unknown 

67c J52/ 
J51 

12123 17-20 
yrs 

Unknown Partially articulated burial contained in a shallow ovoid pit with up to three 
other individuals (67a, b & d). Some disarticulated bone recovered from 
loose fill including ribs, pelvic bone and vertebrae. Articulated skeletal 
remains limited to a fibula and tarsus bone lying in the base of the pit at the 
more westerly end and partially surrounded by matting/basketry - the 
position of the tarsus indicating the feet would have been located at this 
western end. The individual is lying to the north of Individual no.67a  

- Nil 
preserved 

Pit 

 

Body unknown 

67d J52/ 
J51 

12123 Adult Unknown 
possibly 
male 

Poorly preserved burial of an adult. No undisturbed burial material, consists 
of disarticulated bone floating within a shallow ovoid pit that also contained 
the burials of Individual 67a, b & c. Three lumbar vertebrae of this individual 
were articulated to each other but not to any additional bone and were 
clustered with other disturbed skeletal elements of all individuals in this pit in 
the northeast corner. Other bones identified as belonging to this individual 
were a femur and a number of fragmentary ribs. Post excavation analysis 
indicated that the pathology exhibited by the bones of this individual should 
enable a match to be made if any bone from other locations at the site is 
from the same skeleton. As yet no bone recovered outside this pit seems to 
be part of this individual which increases the likelihood of this individual 
originally having been interred here despite the relatively small amount of 
bone recovered. 

- Nil 
preserved 

Pit 

 

Body known 

68 I52 12206 25-30 
yrs 

female Disturbed burial, within an ovoid pit of moderate depth. A small amount of 
desiccated bone was found floating in the upper fill of the pit but the 
majority of the disturbed bone was clustered together at the western end of 
the pit.  Disarticulated bone included a skull, ribs, scapula, a humerus, 
sternum, mandible, vertebrae and unidentified long bones. The skull was 
crushed on the temporal area but the damage here looks recent and may 
have inadvertently occurred during excavation from pressure of foot traffic 
on the overlying fill. There were also a large number of plaited braids in the 
vicinity of the skull. In the northwest corner of the pit a length of apparently 
hollow timber was recovered from loose fill. This has tentatively been 
identified as a Kohl pot and applicator. The undisturbed portion of the body 
was found lying in the base of the pit on remnants of a decomposing plant 

96 Kohl tube & 
applicator 
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stem mat, this mat also wrapped around the lower legs and presumably 
originally around the entire body. Traces of textile were found over and 
under the articulated portions of the skeleton. Undisturbed portions of the 
skeleton include the lower portion of the spinal column - two thoracic and all 
of the lumber vertebrae - articulated to the coccyx. The pelvic bones and 
both of the legs and the feet remain in their original burial position. The 
body was lying in a supine position feet crossed at the ankle area the right 
leg over the left with heels down and feet extended. The feet are at the 
eastern end of the pit. The bones were only moderately desiccated but were 
completely skeletonised several have breaks or cracks in them. 

69a I52/ 
I51 

12132 40-45 
yrs 

female Markedly disturbed adult burial contained within a deep oblong burial pit 
with a poorly preserved but decorated anthropoid timber coffin. 
Concentrated at the western of the burial pit and overlying the coffin base 
was a cluster of disarticulated and partially articulated bone including an 
intact skull. The leg bones - femur, tibia and fibula - had been displaced but 
still remained partially articulated to each other presumably indicating that 
the body was not completely skeletonised when the burial was disturbed. 
Only a small portion of the coffin remained intact in its original burial 
position this was the curving head end of the coffin that was decorated with 
black bands. In the space between the west end of the coffin and the 
western pit wall an intact ceramic vessel [12266] was found that contained 
botanical material; possibly grains or seed pods. This bowl appears to be 
located in its original burial position and as such would have been part of the 
burial equipment associated with the burial of Individual no.69a 

88 Ceramic 
bowl 
containing  
botanical 
material   

69b I52/ 
I51 

12132 5.5-6yrs Unknown Completely disarticulated burial identified during post excavation analysis of 
bone from pit \12132/ that also contained the burial of Individual no.69a. 
The bones of Individual no.69b were scattered throughout the pit at various 
levels and can not securely be associated with the adult sized coffin. A 
relatively small amount of the total skeleton of this individual was recovered 
from the pit and it is possible that the individual was originally interred 
elsewhere. Though the relative frequency of multiple burials at the site 
means that it is more then possible that two individuals were buried in this 
pit  

nil Ceramic 
vessel 
within pit 
more clearly 
associated 
with Ind.69a 
see above 

Pit 

 

Body unknown 



South Tombs Cemetery - 2008 

Ind. 

No 

Grid 

Sq 

Pit     
Unit 
No. 

Age Sex Description Skull 
no. 

Grave 
Goods1 

Burial 
Orientation2 

70 K51/
K52 

11650 Adult female Partially disturbed burial in a shallow ovoid pit. A minor amount of scattered 
bone including a rib fragment and three cervical vertebras were recovered 
from the uppermost fill level. At a slightly greater depth in the central area 
of the pit a cluster of disarticulated phalanges and carpals were found. 
Additional disarticulated bones recognised during excavation include rib 
fragments, a small number of vertebral segments and a radius. Once this 
disturbed layer was cleared the undisturbed portions of the burial were 
revealed. Lying in the base of the pit at the eastern end were the articulated 
lower legs, including the patellas, tibiae, fibulae and feet of this individual. 
Two distinct layers of matting were wrapped around the limbs and partially 
preserved in the reminder of the pit. The outer layer consisted of a mat 
constructed of plant stems and fibre rope of the type most frequently 
represented at the site. The inner layer consists of long segments of a flat 
grass or reed like material as yet unidentified. The burial had also been 
wrapped in textile which continued down and over the feet. There were also 
fragments of textile remaining in the base of the pit in which the impressions 
from the femurs could be seen. The body was lying in the prone position the 
heels of the feet upwards and toes pointing down and slightly to south to 
side of the pit. In addition to the lower legs the left humerus and the right 
ulna remained resting in the base of the pit indicating that the right arm at 
least was bent at the elbow.  

- nil 

 




