

















Scientific name:

Commogn name:
Shape

Compression

Length {(mm)

Longitudinal
ridges

Surface texture

{Amama fruits)

Elongate ovoid

Somewhat laterally
compressed

1.25-1.98

Unwinged, rounded,
distinct, no
secondary ridges

Tuberculate
(=Papillate)

Trachyspermum
copticum (L.) Link
ajowan

Ovoid (1)

Laterally
compressed (1}

1.5-2 (1)
1.7-3.0 (5)

Prominent primary
ridges (1)

Papillate (1)

Apium graveolens L.
celery
Broadly ovoid (1)

Laterally
compressed (1)

1.5-2 (2)

Prominent,
slender ridges (1)

Smooth (1)

Pimpinella anisum L.
anise
Ovoid (2)

Lalerally
compressed (3)

35 ()

Prominent primary
ridges (3)

Hairy (2)

Scientific name:

Common name:
Shape

Comptession

Length (mm)

Longitudinal
ridges

Surface texture

Foenriculum
vulgare Miller
fennel
Ovoid-oblong (1)

Scarcely
compressed (1)

46 (1)
Thick primary
ndges (1)

Smooth

Cuminum cyminum L.
cumin
Ovoid-oblong (4)

Dorsally
compressed (4)

4-5 {4}
Nammow ridges,
secondary more

conspicuous {4)

Bristled or smooth {4)

Petroselinum crispum
(Mill.) Nym,

parsley
Ovoid-ellipsoid (1)

Laterally
compressed (1)

2-2.5 (1)
Slender low
primary nidges (1)

Smooth (1)

Anethum graveolens 1.
dill
Elliptical (1)

Strongly dorsally
compressed (1)

4.5-6 (1)

Low dorsal, winged
marginal primary
ridges (1)

Smooth (3)




Scientific name: Coriandrum sativum (L.)

Common name: coriander
1. Shape Ovoid-globose (1)
2. Compression Uncompressed (3)
3. Length (mm) 2-6 x 2-5.5 (I
4. Longitudinal Faint primary and
ridges secondary ridges (1)
5. Surface texturc Smooth (3)
Notes:
(1) Tutin (1980)

(2) Davis (1972)

(3) Personal observation
(4) Tulin {1968)

(5) Manjunath (1976)

Table 12.4, Comparison of selected umbellifer fruit characteristics, according to various sources and confirmed by personal observation.
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such as Trachyspermum copticum, which have a double role, would have been worth spending
effort and precious water to grow,

12.11 Summary

The desiccated umbelliferous seeds found in a small linen bag from the Workmen’s Village at
cl-Amama are from Trachyspermum copticum (L.) Link. Its occurrence at this site means the
species had entered Egypt by 1350 BC. Originating in India (Zeven and dc Wet 1982: 79) and
used in India and the Mediterranean during modern and possibly Classical times as a flavouring
and medicine, it probably fulfilled the same function in ancient Egypt.
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