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CHAFPTER 6
TIIE HIERATIC LABELS, 1979-82
by

M. A Leahy

8.1 Introduction

Preliminary copies of some of the labels recovered during the seasons 1979,
1980 and 1981 were made by M. Jones, Dr. J. Janssen and J. Bird respectively.
These were collated with the originals by the present writer in March, 1982,
when Lhe finds from the 1982 season were also copied, and a number of joins
made. A few labels from the very end of the 1982 season were copied by B.J.
Kemp.

The remains of one hundred and thirty labels are preserved, in varying
degrees of fragmentation. All except nos. 129 and 130 come from the Workmen's
Village. The number recovered is much larger than thal recorded frem the
earlier excavatlions at this site (COA I: 164-8, Plate 1LXIII, A-M). This is probably
due in part to more meliculous Lechnique (many of the smallest pieces were only
recovered by sieving (Kemp 1981: 14), but also to the location of much of the
work in the village dumps, where such broken material would naturally be
discarded, rather Lthan in Lthe Walled Village itself. The fragmented state of the
texts and the cursive nalure of the hieratic make Lranscription tentalive in
many cases.

All the inscriptions are from jar labels, no true ostraca having been found,
and fall broadly wiLhin the larger corpus from the main part of the city (Petrie
1894: Plates XXII-XXV; COA 1. 164-8, Plates LXIII-1XIV; COA II: 103-8, Plates LVII-
LVIII; COA IH: 183-80, Plates LXXXIV-XCVIII). The range of dates is from year
seven lo seventeen, presumably of Akhenaten, with ycars one and two of an
unnamed successor, and an isolated year thirty-one which must refer to
Amenophis I1I:-

Year 31 :no. 73

Year 7 :no. 128

Year 9 :no. 57

Year 12 : nos. 48, 50, 81, 100

Year 13 : nos. 44, 129 {the latter not from the Workmen's Village)
Year 13/14 :no. 18

Year 14 : nos. 37, 97

Year 15 :nos. 17, 54

Year 18 1 nos. 9, 25, 38, 79

Year 17 :nos. 71, 111

Year 10 + x :nos. 7, 15, 55, 109

Year 1 : nos. 26, 33, 65, 68, 84, 118 (?)
Year 2 :nes. 2, 70 (?)
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4. *._.of the cstale of Ankh-Re (?)..” in one line, and the end of a personal name:
-1 in the second. For the estate, cf. COA IlI: Plate LXXXVIII, no. 99, and no. 93
below. 48. P17(3). Figures 6.1, La.

5. “..wine of the mansion...”. 53. 018(1). Figures 6.1, la.
6. “.wine...". 80. N17(2). Figures 8.1, 1a.
7. “Year ten + x..*. 1068. N17(2). Figures 8.1, la.

8. *Pig-fat of the herds of the estale of the Aten in/from the Western (?)
River..”. Mrhi n $i{ was used in medical remedies (Von Deines and Grapow 1859:
262, 271) but seems also Lo be atlested en a hieralic label from Deir el-Medina
(Koenig 1979: Plate 12, no. 8112). The reference Lo the Western (?) River seems
to prove thal it was brought from the Della and was not, in this inslance at

least, a local product. 188 + 191. Both N17(8). Figures 8.2, 2a.

9. “Year sixteen, meat (1wf)...prepared in..”. See COA1Il: 172 for Lhis section of
the meat label formula. 189. N17(8). Figures 8.2, 2a.

10. “.estate of the Aten...Western River, Ary dh..". 190 + 1634. N17(8) and
N19{dump) respectively. Figures 6.3, 3a.

11. “.wine of the estate of the Aten..hry bk Huy..”. Cf. COA III: Plate XC, no.
164. 192.. N17(8). Tigures 6.2, 2a.

12. “Thirty-six". The figure is quite isolaled and must indicate the amount in
the vessel, presumably in Anw. The occurrence of the same figure on another
label (COA II: Plate LVIll, no. 53) suggests that it may have been a standard
measure. Cf. also nos. 41, 42 below. 193. N17{(8). Figures 8.3, 3a.

13. “...of the Western River,Ary..". 194. N17(8). Figures 6.2, 2a.

14. “._.of Pharaoh, 1.p.h*. On hieratic labels at Amarna, this epithel occurs
mostly in the phrase zhyt pr-¢; on meat jars (CO4 III: 171). 195. N17(8).
Figures 6.2, 2a.

15. *Year ten + x..*. 312. L17{dump). Figures 8.3, 3a.

18. *..wine of the eslate of the Aten..hry bdh Su..”. The name might also be
Iu... 313 +713. L17(dump) and M16(3) respectively. Figures 6.3, 3a.

17. “Year [ilteen, wine of the eslate of the Aten from the Western River from Fr7-
hnm-n-iw-$d, hry d¢h Re”. For the toponym, cf. COA4 III: 166, 10. 345 + 350.
N17(9) and N17(10) respectively. Figures 8.3, 3a.

18. *Year thirteen/fourteen...estate of the One who propitiates [the Aten]..”.
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For Lhis estate, see COA III: 198-9. 423. M18(2). Figures 6.4, 4a.

19. "._.of the estate of the Aten of..*. 428. M16(1). Figures 6.4, 4a.

20. =..of the estate...Western River (?)..”. 434. M18(5). Figures 6.4, 4a.

21. “..of the estate of Men[kheperulre (?)..”. Cf. no. 48 below. 523. M16(1).
Figures 6.4, 4a.

22. “.for the day of the Appearance of the King..". This is probably a
rcference to the celebration of an accession or coronation anniversary. The
various connotations of Atw {m) nsw are discussed by Redford 19687: 3-27. Ci.
also the formula n hrw x which designates commodities intended for a specific
day (Spiegelberg 1923: 34-5). 582. L17(dump). Figures 8.4, 4a.

23. *.the estate of Lhe princess..”. For the estates of Lhe various princesses,
see COAIIL: 199. 660. K16(dump). Figures 8.4, 4a.

24. End of a personal name, -ry (?). 874. K18{dump). Figures 6.4, 4a.

25. “Year sixteen...River..”. 718. M17(1). Figures 6.4, 4a.

26. “Year one, wine of the estate Appearance of the Aten (?)..Western River..”.
This is probably a slightly better preserved reference to the estate attested in
COATIL: 165, no. 23. 721 + B65. M16(4) and M18(4) respectively. Figures 6.5, 5a.
27. End of aline only. 808. L17(7). Figures 8.5, 5a.

28. Remains of two lines. 807. M17(3). Figures 6.5, 5a.

29. “..wine..Western River..”. 888. M17(3). Figures 6.5, 5a.

30. Beginning of a cartouche. 887 M17(3). Figures 8.5, 5a.

31. “._hAnw. . ” 803 L17(6). Figures 6.5, 5a.

32, “.wine of the estate of the Aten..Western River, Ary ®&h.". 805.
K16(dump)}. Figures 6.5, 5a.

33. "Year one, wine of the estate...”. 835. N16(1). Figures 8.5, 5a.
34. “.Western River..”. 838. N16(1). Figures 6.6, 6a.

35. “[Year x + ]1, wine of the House of Provisions...”. Cf. no. 50 below. 1011.
M17(7). Figures 6.6, 8a.

398. *..mrht oil of..". Remains of a second line below. 1013. M17(7). Figures
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86. “..sweel [&2]k-0il..". 2521. M9{9). Figures 6.12, 12a.
B87. Traces only. 2531. M9(8). Figures 6.13, 13a.

B8. “..wine ol Llhe estate of the Aten, lLph..Western River..”. 2541.
Si12(surface). Figures 6.12, 12a.

88. A personal name. 2542. J14(surface). Figures 6.13, 13a.

90. Part of a line. 2558. 015(7). Figures 6.13, 13a.

1. *..wine of Tja[rul...”. Cf. nos. 61, 83. 2565.. L18(12A). Figures 6.13, 13a.
92. “..Western River..”. 2581. L18(14). Figures 6.13, 13a.

93. *..estate of Ankh-re(?)..”. Cf. COAIIL: 165, nos. 19, 21. 26680. M14(surface).
Figures 6.13, 13a.

94. “..cstate of the queen/princess..”. The definite article before the
carlouche is unusual but not unparalleled, cf. COA III: Plate XCIV, no. 245. 2688.
M9{drift sand and collapsed baulk). Figures 6.13, 13a.
95. Part of a line. 2833. M10{75). Figures 6.13, 13a.

96. “..estlate (?)..". 2838. M12[30]. Figures 6.13, 13a.

97. “Year fourteen, good qualily pomegranate wine of the estate...Western River,
hry bech..”. 2859. N9[50]. Figures 6.13, 13a.

98. “..the Aten..”. 2948. Li4[11]. Figures 6.14, 14a.

99. *..Aten..”. The stroke before the cartouche recalls mswi-T in, found only
on meat labels, COA III: 170-1. 2955. M10[78]. Figures 6.14, 14a.

100. *Year twelve, meal..2hyt..". Cf. no. 61. 3111. L14[12]. Figures 6.14, 14a.
101. End of a personal name ? 3148. L14[11]. Figures 6.14, 14a.

102. “..of Men[kheperu]re (?)..”. Cf. no. 48. 3218. L16[14]. Figures 6.14, 14a.
103. “._may she live (?) of..". 3232. M12[126]. Figures 6.14, 14a.

104. Trace only. 3281. M12[126]. Figures 6.14, 14a.

105. Part of a cartouche on one line, and part of a personal name, -mJ3¢-, below.
3294. M10[83]. Figures 6.14, 14a.
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128. “Year seven..firy k2[mw]..”. 3975. Ml6(faellen baulk on east). Figures
6.17, 17a.

129. “Year thirteen, wine...of the..”. 29. Surface, Central City. Figures 6.17,
17a.

130. *Mrhtoil...”. 32. Surface, Central City. Figures 6.17, 17a.
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FACSIMILE COPIES AND TRANSCRIPTIONS
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Figure 6.2.
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Figure 6.5a.



Figure 8.6.
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Figure 6.7a.
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Figure 8.9a.
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Figure 6.10.
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Figure 6.124.
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Figure 8.13.
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Figure 6.13a.
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Figure 6.14.
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Figure 6.18.
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Figure 6.16a.
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Figure 6.17.
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