


AMARNA REPORTS III

The Egyptian city of (Tell) el-Amarna
was built by King Akhenaten around
1350 B.C. as a new capital and as the
showpiece for his new cult of the life-
giving powers of the sun, the Aten.
Following his death the city was rapidly
deserted, after an occupation of between
about fifteen to twenty years. This short-
lived history makes the site immensely
important for archaeological studies.
In 1979 the Egypt Exploration Society
resumed its programme of excavation
and survey at Amarna, interrupted since
1936. The current excavations have been
concentrated at an isolated settlement
in the desert behind the main city, the
Workmen’s Village. At the same time a
project of archaeological mapping for
the whole city has been undertaken. This
is the third volume of interim reports on
excavations and survey, and on various
related research projects. Whilst the
results contribute to our knowledge of the
nature and history of Amarna specifically,
they also illustrate the behaviour of one
human community, isolated in space and
time, as manifested through archaeology.
The volume also breaks new ground by
including reports on the first season of
survey at the ancient alabaster quarries of
Hatnub, and on Late Period pottery from
the South Tombs.
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PREFACE

The third volume of Amarne Feports, like its predecessors, provides both
inlerim reports on Lhe progress of the fieldwork of the latest season (1985 in
Lhis casc) and technical reports intended to be more or less complete in
themselves. A pericd of just over Len weeks at the site (between January 18th
and April 1st) enabled a good deal of fresh ground to be opened up and two
largely independent projects to be initiated, at the South Tombs and at the
Hatnub alabaster quarries. The main work remained, however, at the Workmen’s
Village, with the new results complementing in a very satisfactory way the
picture that has slowly accumulated since work began.

The point has also been reached when increasing thought has to be given to
the expcdition’s overall objectives. Excavations at the Workmen's Village have
been proceeding annually since 1979. The latest season's work is thus the
sevenlh devoted to a site which, in Egyptian terms, is relalively small and has
seen prcvious excavation, in 1921 and 1922. It has naturally become a point of
much discussion as to when it can properly be said that the current project to
re-examine the site is complete. One element in current archaeological thinking
is that a sufficiently adequate record of a site can be obtained through
relatively small-scale sampling performed in accordance with a sampling
strategy which holds the promise of results which are statistically valid for the
site as a whole. The philosophy behind this appreach seeks a cultural and
cnvironmenlal profile of an ancient society viewed at a macroscopic level, in
which details of local circumstances become peripheral. By this approach one
or lwo seasons at the Workmen's Village would have sufficed. Fgyptian society
of Lhe New Kingdom is, however, relatively well documented through a variety of
sources Lo a level where quite specific questions are raised which will find
answers as much through attention lo local details as through macroscopic
synlhesis. The role of private initiative in animal stock-raising and of private
chapcels in the rhythm of people’s lives are two examples where only the fullesl
possible study of the archaeological context is likely to provide a reasonable
level of confidence in interpretalions. The fact that non-archaeological sources
provide alrcady a socio-economic framework at a relatively high level places
upon the archaeologist the responsibility of responding with excavation at an
appropriale level of detail. [1] The problem with any sampling strategy that
sccks answers at this finer level of detail is the sheer unpredictability of human
bchaviour when viewed close to. It has become all too apparent as the years
have passed that surface indications at the Workmen's Village do not provide an
easy basis for assessing what lies beneath the ground. Always when excavation
is comiplete the reason for the ground's initial appearance can be explained
logically, but the link between surface and sub-surface detail is too far from
being sufficienlly constant to create a reasoned basis for any but very local
prediclions.

It has to be accepted, nevertheless, thal total excavation of Lhe site lies
beyond the resources available, and thalt in individual parts a level of
diminishing returns in practice juslifies a decision not to pursue the

{1] On the relationship between texta and archaeclogy in Egypt, with reference to the Workmen's Village,
see B.J. Kemp, “In the shadow of texts: archaeology in Egypt”, Archasological fuoview from Cambridge
3:2 {Autumn 1984): 18-28.















The 1985 season saw a most welcome increase in outside financial support, in
donations of several kinds. In great measure this was due Lo the energies of
Mrs. Deborah Keirle, the Cairo representative of Lhe Egypt Exploration Sociely.
One item of great value obtained through her was the loan of a four-wheel drive
vehicle from the Hongkong Egyptian Bank of Cairo. Another valuable donation
came from lloyds Bank International, Cairo. George R. Brown provided his usual
munificent support for ithe expedition and survey. The Amarna Survey was
financially assisted as well by further generous grants from the Robert Kiln
Foundation and The British Academy. Gillian Easiwood’s continuing study of the
textiles benefited greatly from a grant from The British Academy; Mr. Stanley
Hatlic also kindly made a further donation for improvements to the expedition
house at el-Amarna. To all of these people and institutions Lthe expedition owes
a great debt of gratitude.

¥or the selling up of the printed text of this volume and for use of analytical
programs, the expedition is indebted to the facililies provided by the University
of Cambridge Computing Service, and to the assislance of Piete Brookes and
Martin Johnson of the Computer Laboratory.

TECIHNICAL NOTES

Mosl of the current excavation is outside the Walled Village, and is controlled
by a grid of five-melre squares originating at a poinl in the south-wesl of the
site. Thec squares are idenlified by prefixes consisting of a letter, representing
the west to cast axis, and a number {or the south to north axis. The squares
not only provide a framework of reference, but have also been used throughout
as excavation units. Sections have been drawn along many grid lines, but no
baulks retained, since the goal is area clearance,

Between 1979 and 1981 the site recording system recognised primarily
stratigraphic soil layers, called "levels®” and numbered in circles, beginning with
no. 1 in each square. In the text of this volume level numbers are placed in
round brackets, thus (1), wilh Lhe five-melre square designation as prefix, e.g.
M10{1}. In 1882 the system was revised to incorporate all kinds of debris, not
only layers, but walls, cuts, fills, and so on. These are now called *unils”, and
numbering is sequential over the squares and from one season to the nexlL. On
the plans unil numbers appear in reclangular boxes, and in the text are written
in squarec brackets, thus [1286].

In Lhe excavation photographs, the wooden scale that appears is 1 metre long.
BIBLIOGRAPHY AND REFERENCES

The references for Chapters 1 to 6, which report on the 1985 fieldwork, will be
found at the end of Chapter 8. References for the subsequent chapters, written
by individual authors, will be found at the end of each of their chapters.

The following abbreviations have been used Lhroughout.:

AR: Amarna Keports. London.

ASAE: Annales du Service des Antiquites de l'Fgypte. Cairo.

BIFAQ: Bulletin de L'nstitut Frangais d ‘Archéologie Orientale. Cairo.
COA: The Cily of Akhenaten. London.
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